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SUBJECT: BPR OCCUPIES VENEZUELAN AND PANAMANIAN EMBASSIES AND 
NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 

1 . SHORTLY BEFORE NOON APRIL 1 1 DECLARATION FROM POPULAR 
REVOLUTIONARY BLOC (BPR) WAS BROADCAST STATING THEIR INTENTION TO 
OCCUPY MEXICAN, VENEZUELAN, COSTA RICAN, PANAMANIAN AND SWISS 
EMBASSIES IN SAN SALVADOR, IN ADDITION TO NATIONAL 

CATHEDRAL. SPOKESMAN FOR BPR STATED THAT REASON FOR THESE ACTIONS 
WAS TO DRAW WORLDWIDE ATTENTION TO GOES AND ORDEN ACTIVITIES 
IN RECENTLY TROUBLED RURAL AREAS (SEE SAN SALVADOR 1587 AND 
SAN SALVADOR 1494) 
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2. BPR IN FACT OCCUPIED NATIONAL CATHEDRAL WITH APPROXIMATELY 
300 PEOPLE, VENEZUELAN EMBASSY WITH 20 PEOPLE, AND PANAMANIAN 
EMBASSY WITH BETWEEN 20 AND 30 PEOPLE. OTHER EMBASSIES ORIG- 
INALLY TRAGETED APPARENTLY NOT OCCUPIED. 

3. BPR STATED THAT THESE WERE PEACEFUL OCCUPATIONS BUT LISTED 
NUMBER OF DEMANDS THAT THEY WISH CARRIED OUT BY GOES BEFORE 
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WITHDRAWAL. INCLUDED AMONG THE DEMANDS WERE:(1) REMOVAL OF 
GOES SECURITY FORCES AND ORDEN ACTIVITIES FROM SAN PEDRO 
PERULAPAN AND COJUTEPEQUE AREAS; (2) BPR MEMBERS, INCLUDING THEIR 
AFFILIATES FECCAS AND UTC, BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES IN 
THE AREAS MENTIONED ABOVE; AND (3) THAT ALL POLITICAL PRISON- 
ERS BE RELEASED. 

4. AS OF 3:30 P.M. LOCAL TIME, GOES OFFICIALS REPORT THAT BOTH 
PANAMANIAN AND VENEZUELAN EMBASSIES ARE STILL OCCUPIED BUT THEY 
HAVE NO FIRM INFORMATION ON EITHER HOSTAGES OR POSSIBLE CASUAL- 
TIES. SAME SOURCES STATE THAT BPR GROUP IN CATHEDRAL BEGIN 

NING TO DEPART PEACEFULLY AND ARE NOT BEING STOPPED BY SECURITY 
FORCES. NO INDICATION THAT SECURITY FORCES INTEND TO TRY TO 
REMOVE PERSONS OCCUPYING TWO EMBASSIES AT PRESENT TIME. SECURITY 
FORCES ARE ON STATE OF ALERT. 

5. COMMENT. INFORMATION ON LATEST BPR ACTIVITY SPOTTY AND IN 
CONCULSIVE THUS FAR. OCCUPATION OF VENEZUELAN AND PANAMANIAN 
EMBASSIES APPARENTLY ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT RESISTENCE. EMBASSY TAKING 
NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS SINCE BPR HAS PUBLICLY STATED U.S. 

SUPPORT OF ROMERO GOVERNMENT AT LEAST PARTLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR RURAL PROBLEMS. 

DEVINE 
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